AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1. (currently amended) An apparatus for performing configuration 

management relative to an aircraft, the apparatus comprising: 

a portable computer having a processor and memory configured for connection 
with a plurality of components of the aircraft to retrieve data from one or more modules 
of the aircraft components; 

a configuration file resident in said portable computer, the configuration file 
having one or more parameters associated with said data from one o r more modules of 
the aircraft components; 

a translation file resident in said portable computer, the translation file providing a 
system call for informing a current application that data associated w ith a parameter is 
about to be fetched from said configuration file, the translation file further including 
commands for providing data for one or more parameters that are determ ined to be 
missing from said configuration file; and 

a construct processing module of a web server software module resident in said 
computer to update one or more web pages using one or more constructs; 

the processor and memory configured to, when the portable computer is 
operating standalone: 

execute said system call to inform said construct processing module that data 
associated with a given parameter is about to be fetched from s aid configuration file: 

determine whether the given parameter is missing from said configuration file 
based on a status of said system call; 

if the given parameter is determined to be missing, execute a command from 
said translation file to provide data associated with said missing parameter to said 
construct processing module; 

execute [[a]] the web server module r e s id ent in tho portabl e computer to include 
at least some of the retrieved data in one or more web page markups for providing a 
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plurality of maintenance and/or engineering functions selectable by a user of the 
computer and performable via the computer as to one or more of the components of the 
aircraft; and 

execute a web browser module resident in the portable computer and in 
communication with the server module to display the one or more web page markups as 
one or more web pages on a display of the portable computer. 

2. {previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the 
maintenance and/or engineering functions comprise one or more of the following: a 
configuration management function, a software upgrade function, a health status 
function, and a troubleshooting function. 

3. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the computer 
f urther comprising a conf i gurat i on file resident i n t he c omputer for holding th e received 
dat a, the server -module-e x o cutablo by th e-p reo o ssor to proc o ss -data4fom4he 
configurati en Ti lo for in c lu s i on i n 4he~ono or mor e w o b pa g e -mafkups is further 
configured to execute a command from the translation file to calculate the data 
associated with the given parameter and store the calculated data in the configuration 
file before fetching the calculated data from the configuration file. 

4. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 3, further comprising one 
©fffl or o constructs includ e d in the wob page markups, th o computer fu rt hor c o mprising 
a construct processing module configur e d with th o s o rv o r for e xecut io n by tho processor 
to us o th e d a ta from th o conf i guration fi l o to produc e the on o or m o ro w e b page 
markups 1 . wherein, if the given parameter is determined to be missing, the data 
associated with the given parameter is not retrievable from the aircraft components. 

5. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim [[4]] 1, further comprising 
a script executable by the processor through the server to activate the construct 
processing module. 



Serial No; 10/826,942 



Page 3 of 18 



6. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim [[3]] 1, wherein the 
construct processing module is configured to use a common gateway interface of the 
server to obtain data from the configuration file. 

7. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim [[3]] 1, wherein the aircraft 
is included in a fleet managed via a network operations center, the computer further 
operable to deliver at least one of the data from the configuration file and the one or 
more web pages specific to a given one of the aircraft to the network operations center. 

8. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , the computer further 
operable to p erf o r m a t l oast one of updat i ng update software included in at least one of 
the components of the aircraft, co llec t i n g collect performance data from at least one of 
the components of the aircraft, and operating operate a troubleshooting tool relative to 
at least one of the components of the aircraft. 

9. (currently amended) An apparatus for performing configuration 
management relative to an aircraft, the apparatus comprising: 

a portable computer having a processor and memory, the computer connectible 
with the aircraft to transmit data to and retrieve data from one or more a plurality of 
modules included in o n e or more a plurality of components of the aircraft, the data 
pertaining to on o or mor e a plurality of maintenance and/or engineering functions 
performable as to the on o or mor o components of the aircraft; [[and]] 

a configuration file configured in the computer to receive data transmitted from 
the one or more aircraft components to populate a plurality of parameters in the 
configuration file associated with the data : 

a translation file configured in the computer and providing a system call for 
informing a current application that data associated with a parameter is about to be 
fetched from the configuration file, the translation file further including one or more 
commands for providing data for one or more parameters determined not to be present 
in the configuration file; and 
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a web server software module residing on the computer and having a construct 
processing module, the computer server and construct processing module configured to 
use one or more constructs to dynamically format at least some of the data from the 
configuration file f or pr e s e ntati o n as in one or more web pages for presentation by a 
web browser resident in the computer to a user of the computer via a display of the 
computer-T ^aid formatting performed by tho proc e ssor using s orv o r and brows e r 
modules r o c i d o nt in tho computer ; 

the computer configured to. when operating standalone: 

execute the system call to inform the construct processing module that 
data associated with a given parameter is about to be fetched from the configuration 

file; 

based on a status of the system call, determine whether the given 
parameter is present in the configuration file; and 

if the given parameter is determined not to be p resent, execute a 
command from the translation file to provide data for the give n parameter: 

at least one of the web pages dynamically formattable using the parameter data 
to indicate aircraft hardware components and software subcomponents potentially 
affected by one of the maintenance actions. 

10. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the 
computer is configured to transmit a loadable software module to the one or more 
aircraft components to update one of the modules of the one or more aircraft 
components. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 10, the browser 
configured to display a web page based on input by the user to the computer. 

1 2. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the 
computer is configured to retrieve the data from the one or more aircraft components 
using a simple network management protocol. 
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13. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 9 furth e r comprising a 
construct proce ssin g module o xocutablo by th e processor to updat e th e on e or mor e 
wob pag es u sing o n e or mor o constru c t s, the construct processing module configured 
to obtain data from the configuration file using a common gateway interface (CG!) of the 
server that does not interface with an internet. 

14, (currently amended) A method of managing configuration of an 
aircraft, the method comprising: 

connecting a portable computer to the aircraft for communication with one or 
more software modules resident in one or more components of the aircraft , the 
computer having resident therein: (a) a configuration file including a plurality of 
parameters populatable with data from the aircraft, (b) a translation file providing a 
system call for informing a current application that data associated with a parameter is 
about to be fetched from the configuration file, the translation file further including one or 
more commands for providing data for one or more parameters determined not to be 
included in the configuration file, (c) a web browser software module, and fd) a web 
server software module having a construct processing module that uses constructs to 
update web pages for service by the web server module to the web browser module: 

[[causing]] operating the computer to retrieve from the one or more modules data 
describing (a) one or more hardware components of the aircraft and (b) software 
resident in the one or more hardware components , and to use the retrieved data to 
populate at least some of the configuration file parameters : and 

using a s o rv o r modu le r e side n t in the computer and a the browser module 
r o sid o nt in the c o mp u t er, viewing the retrieved data and one or more user-selectable 
management functions relating to the retrieved data on a display of the computer in one 
or more web pages formatted and displayed by a processor of the computer executing 
s o rvor and brows e r m o du l es , the one or more web pages formatted by the server and 
construct processing module using data provided by execution of one or more of the 
translation file commands based on a determination by the computer, after execution of 
the system call and based on a status of the system call, that a parameter is missing 
from the configuration file : 
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the method performed without accessing the Internet. 

15. (previously presented) The method of claim 14, further comprising 
selecting a management function based on the retrieved data, the selecting performed 
using one of the one or more web pages. 

16. (previously presented) The method of claim 14, wherein selecting a 
management function comprises selecting one of the following: updating the software 
resident in the one or more hardware components of the aircraft, collecting 
performance data from the aircraft components, and operating a troubleshooting tool 
relative to the aircraft components. 

17. (currently amended) A method of providing configuration 
management relative to an aircraft, the method performed by a portable computer 
having a processor and memory, the method comprising: 

the processor causing the portable computer to access one or more components 
of an aircraft and to retrieve data from the one or more components in response to a 
user request received via a web browser software module and web server software 
module [[of]] resident in the portable compute r, the server module including a construct 
processing module for updating web pages using one or more constructs : 

the processor using the retrieved data to populate at least some of a plurality of 
parameters in a configuration file of the computer, the computer further including a 
translation file providing one or more system calls for informing a current application that 
data associated with a parameter is about to be fetched from the configuration file, one 
of the system calls further informing the current application that data a ssociated with a 
given parameter is to be calculated and stored in the configuration file before being 
fetched from the configuration file, the translation file further including one or more 
commands for providing data for one or more parame ters deter mined not to be included 
in the configuration file; 

the processor executing the one of the system calls to inform the construct 
processing module that data associated with the given parameter is about to be 
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calcuiated and fetched from the configuration file, and based on a status of the one of 
the system calls, determining whether the given parameter is included in the 
configuration file, and based on the determining, executing a command from the 
translation file to provide data for the given parameter; 

the processor executing the web server module to dynamically format at least 
some of the data retrieved from the one or more aircraft components into one or more 
web page markups for display as one or more web pages via the browser module; 

the processor receiving user input via the browser module indicating a 
management function to be performed on at least one of the one or more aircraft 
components; and 

the processor causing software to be downloaded from the portable computer to 
the at least one of the one or more components in response to the user input. 

18. (previously presented) The method of claim 17, the processor 
causing the portable computer to access one or more line replaceable units of the 
aircraft, the method further comprising the processor causing a ping status to be 
displayed for each of one or more of the one or more line replaceable units of the 
aircraft. 

19. (previously presented) The method of claim 17, further comprising 
the processor displaying data describing (a) one or more hardware components of the 
aircraft and (b) software resident in the one or more hardware components. 

20. (previously presented) The method of claim 17, further comprising 
transferring data to the one or more aircraft components based on user input via one of 
the one or more web pages. 

21 . (currently amended) The method of claim 17, further com pr i sing 
s toring tho data reoeivod from th e aircraft in a config uration fi l e of the computer wjierein 
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the data associated with the given parameter is not retrievable from the aircraft 
components. 

22. {currently amended) The method of claim 17, wherein the processor 
o x o outing th o w o b serv o r modu lo comprises tho proc o ssor processing on o o r mor e 
constructs to inc l ud e dynamic cont e nt in a w o b pago, th o proc o scing performed using 
uses a construct processing module of the server to obtain the data via a common 
gateway interface (CGI), the CGI executable in the computer when the computer is 
standalone. 
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